
Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability ofthe fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Si"=~«~.__

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate



Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 lih Street, SW
Room TW-B204
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Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05­
337; Iu the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the I8-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate



Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, we Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, ee
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

"~,-,ldB
cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Re: In the Malter ofHigb-Cost Universal Sen-ice Support, we Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter ofFederal-State Joint Board On Un;vcrsal Service, CC
Docket Nil, 9645

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-Stare Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent teslimony before the Senate Commerce Committoo on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation In place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETes) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will se~'Ure the ncar·term sustainabilily of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long.t"rm USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generalions to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
meehani!ml resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopring the IS-month
interim CETe USF eap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time 10 develop and implement long-term USF reform me3-~ures without risking the
sustainability of the fund Or public safety.

This is the best way [0 begin a process [0 preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of COmmissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the vel)'
near future. For these reasons, 1 urge Chairman Martin and Commissioner~Copps, Adelstein
and McDowelilO support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's prop0$l:d emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service suppon.

Sincerely,

cc: C.hairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
COmmissioner Rober! M. McDowell
COmmissioner Deborah Taylor Ta!e
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Re: In lhe MUlter of HIah·Cost Unh'erslll Sen-Ice SUPp<lrt. we Docket No, 05­
337; In tbe Matter of Fedenll-State Joint Boord on tJnlvenlll Sen-Ice, CC
Docket Nil. %-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would likc to thank and praise Commi!t~iQner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership a.~ chair or the Federal·State Joint Board on Ulliv.ersal Service (Joi1\' Board) and for
her eloquent tMllmony before the Senate Commerce Conunittce on June 12,2007. I a180 would
like to cxpro~s my full support of the loint Board's recommcndation to pl.c~ ..n interim.
emergency cap on the Illllount of high-CI;lst universal service ~upport that competitive eligible
tdecommunicatioM c~rrier8 (CETes) will receive over the next 18 momh.~. The Joint Board's
proposed iuterim eapwill sewr" the ncar-term ~ustainability of the high·cost Universal Servil-e
Fund (tJSP). This is a pcce,~~ry first step toward long·tenn USF reform that must be· lake,n to
sustain affordable ronununica!long services fur gcnorations to come,

The propor;ed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growingpres-~re on the higb<ost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the Hi-month
interim CETC USF ClIp will provide the Federal Cammunicution8 Commission (FCC) enough
time to devdop and implement long-term USF reform meMureS without risking the
5uslainability of the fund ()f public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preseI'Ve, universal gerviet, for the benefit of all
Consumers. Wilhout this critiQ\l inltrim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tale the
benelits that universal service providc.s to con~umers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future, For Ihe,~ reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissjone~ Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support COlnmissioncT Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency.
interim cap on CETC high-wst universal !leTvice support.

Sincerely,

00: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner JOnathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael 1. Copps
Commissioner Rohert M. McDc)well
C..ol!lTnissioner Deborah Taylor Tate



Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary. Federal Communicallons COmmission
445 12'· Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Wa~hj"gton,D.C. 20554

Re: In the Mliiter of High-Cost Universul Service Support, we Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter orFederal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Deilr Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise COnimi~sjoner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outst~nding
le~dership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate COmmerce Commincc on lune 12,2007. I also would
like to expre~s my full support of the Joinl Board's recommendation to place all interim.
emergency cap on the amount of high-co~tuniversal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will SCL'Ure the ncar-tenn susrainability of the high-cost Univerilal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long·leoo USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications st>rvices for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanj~m resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the Ill-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal CommuniC'4tions Commission (FCC) enough
lime tn develop and implement long-term USF refonn measures without risking tbe
sustainability of tbe fund or public safety.

Tbis is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Withoul this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, J urge Chainnan Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowclllo suppolt Commissioner Tale and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency.
interim cap on CETC high·cost universal service sUPPO".

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate



Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

~~;(J--
cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate



Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service sup rt.

Sincere~.-/.Vl<:u,4-.~

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate



Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
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Re: In the Matter of High-eost Universal Service Support, we Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, ee
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely, b~~

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate



Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, we Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

Ltr:S=JM~
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate



Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12'h Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

~~
cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael 1. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

SincerelYQm '/U!vu

Clmi~,"t 9MM,i"
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate



Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12'h Street, SW
Room TW-B204
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC
Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate



Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
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Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, we Docket No. 05­
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, ee
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,
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cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

~~J?LrfWcL~
cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.
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Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman in J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,
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Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next IS months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the IS-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Si/)rel~ I

v~Q;-
cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

1would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. 1also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the I8-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, 1urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,
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Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.

Sincerely,

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
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Dear Ms. Dortch:

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim,
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come.

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the
sustainability of the fund or public safety.

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein
and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency,
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support.
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cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate


